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Martin: 2022 Georgia Library Association Award Recipients

Georgia Library Association 2022 GLA Awards
The 2022 Georgia Library Awards were
announced during the Georgia Libraries
Conference (GLC) on October 13, 2022, at the
Edgar H. Wilson Convention Center in Macon,
Georgia.
Each year the Georgia Library Association (GLA)
recognizes individuals for the contributions they
have made in advancing the library profession,
providing exemplary library service, and
advocating for libraries in Georgia through a
series of named awards (also known as the GLA
Awards).
Many thanks to this year’s awards committee
members: Angela Megaw, Edward Whatley,
Chelsee Dickson, and Rhonda Boozer.
Bob Richardson Memorial Award

service to the GLA. It honors those who have
given outstanding service to the GLA.
Elizabeth McKinney, Public Information
Network Electronic Service (PINES) program
director with the Georgia Public Library Service,
is this year’s Bob Richardson Memorial Award
winner. McKinney is a long-standing member of
GLA who is highly regarded for her continual
years of service and dedication to the
organization.
Her accomplishments are many, including
serving as 2017 GLA President. She is a recipient
of the 2018 GLA Presidential Commendation, a
former Scholarship Chair, and has been the
Chair of the Pat Carterette Memorial Walk/Run
since 2013.
McKinny is also well known for launching the tshirt Booster Campaign, which benefits the
annual GLA scholarships, and for planning the
first Literary Ball and Murder Mystery Theatre
preconference event. She is a thoughtful leader
who is supportive of others and a role model for
all.
Charles Beard Library Advocacy Award
The Charles Beard Library Advocacy Award was
originally called the Library Advocacy Award. It
was renamed in 2003 to honor Charles Beard,
Georgia’s strongest library advocate. The
Charles Beard Library Advocacy Award is given
each year to recognize someone not employed
in or by a library yet who has made outstanding
contributions to libraries.

Elizabeth McKinney

The Bob Richardson Memorial Award was
established by the Executive Board in 1999 in
recognition of Bob Richardson’s dedicated
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Claire Chamberland Gaus is this year’s award
winner for her 28 years of dedicated service to
the Commerce Public Library. She is a forever
advocate for the library. At age 91, Gaus is still
leading people to the library by telling anyone
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The GLA Mid-Career Award was established by
the GLA Executive Board in 2018 to honor
significant and ongoing contributions to the
library profession, Georgia’s libraries, and the
GLA by individuals who are in the middle of
their library careers. This award honors the
accomplishments of recipients while also
denoting GLA’s belief in the ongoing potential
of the recipients.

Claire Chamberland Gaus

she meets, “See you at the library!” Gaus is a
life-long reader and career educator who
created a popular summer reading program for
pre-teens and teenagers. The program explored
historical periods in history in innovative and
creative ways.
She is also known as Mrs. Claus around the
holidays after originating this role for the
library’s Children’s Holiday Program. This led to
her appearance at a local Kiwanis holiday event,
various school programs, and in the annual
holiday parade.

This year’s winner is Kimberly Boyd, head of
research and instruction at Brenau University.
Since 2012, Kimberly has served on the
Carterette Series Webinar Planning Committee,
skillfully managing the platform for best
practice sharing and professional development
for GLA members. Boyd has served on the
Executive Board since 2014, holding leadership
roles on the Atlanta Emerging Librarians
planning committee, the scholarship
committee, the new nembers roundtable, the
nominations committee, and the Special
Libraries and Information Services Division.

Over the years, Gaus has taught ESL classes,
organized fundraiser events, assisted patrons
with citizenship testing, and shared her beloved
three-legged Scottish Terrier with young
readers as a reading therapy dog. Gaus’s
dedication extends beyond the Commerce
Public Library to include advocating for
Georgia’s libraries while serving as a library
board member on the Jackson County Library
Board and Piedmont Regional Library Board.
She often meets with local officials to champion
support and funding for libraries. Gaus is still
supporting her library as an active member of
the Friends of the Library program and says,
“my body may be tired, but I still have ideas.”
Kimberly Boyd

GLA Mid-Career Award
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As a dedicated member of GLA and a proven
professional, Boyd continues to demonstrate
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her commitment to contributing to the
advancement of librarianship.
Honorary Membership

awareness of accessible resources for library
professionals. In October 2021, Herndon retired
from GPLS after over 30 years in the profession,
but she remains a champion for improving
accessible services in libraries.
McJenkin-Rheay Award
The McJenkin-Rheay Award was established by
an anonymous donor and approved by the
Executive Board on July 17, 1981. It is given to
recognize a librarian early in his or her career
who has made outstanding contributions to the
GLA and to leadership as exemplified by the
careers of Virginia McJenkin (school libraries)
and Mary Louise Rheay (public libraries).
Ashley Hoffman is this year’s McJenkin-Rheay
Award winner.

Pat Herndon

Honorary Memberships are given to retired
members of the GLA who have contributed
significantly to the work of the association over
a period of years.

She is currently a research support librarian at
Kennesaw State University where she has
worked for 10 years in positions with increasing
responsibilities. As a dedicated GLA member,
Hoffman has served on the new members
roundtable, nominations committee, and as a
member of the Georgia Library Quarterly (GLQ)
editorial staff as a column editor for “My Own
Private Library” and as the associate editor. Her
early involvement in GLA and demonstrated

This year’s Honorary Membership Award goes
to Pat Herndon, former assistant state librarian
and Georgia Library Service for the Blind and
Print Disabled director at the Georgia Public
Library Service (GPLS). Herndon is a long-time
member of GLA and a dedicated professional
who is best known for leading the charge for
improving library services for the disabled
community.
As a seasoned and respected leader in the
profession, Herndon is a sought-after presenter
on management and accessibility topics. Over
the years, Herndon was actively engaged with
GLA and GLC and is beloved by many members
for her dedication to the profession.
She started and organized the annual Georgia
Accessibility Conference, which increased
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Ashley Hoffman
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leadership since earning her Master of Library
and Information Science (MLIS) in 2015 has led
her to be the current editor for the GLQ. In
addition, Hoffman is the former peer review
coordinator for the GLQ, and in 2021 she
revitalized the peer review process by updating
the submission standards and guidelines. In that
year, the number of peer-reviewed articles
published in GLQ tripled.
Nix-Jones Award

recommendations for library services
document.
She serves on the PINES executive committee
and is the president of the Georgia Council of
Public Libraries (GCPL). As President of GCPL,
Brown advocates for public libraries by meeting
with legislators and planning Public Library Day
at the State Capitol. This year’s event
assembled many public library staff and
supporters whose advocacy efforts resulted in
increased funding for Georgia’s libraries.
GLA Team Award
The GLA Team Award was established by the
Executive Board in 2012. This award honors a
team that has excelled in the past year by
offering innovative programming or services,
performing or acting on assessment activities,
undertaking a successful outreach or promotion
effort, or providing outstanding support to an
individual Georgia library or Georgia libraries as
a whole.

Stacy Brown

The Nix-Jones Award is given to a practicing
librarian for distinguished service to Georgia
librarianship. It recognizes substantial
contributions to the library profession such as:
stimulation of library development, leadership
in library programs, unusual and imaginative
services, and outstanding support of Georgia’s
libraries.
Stacy Brown, executive director for Azalea
Regional Library System, is this year’s Nix-Jones
Award winner. Under her leadership, the Azalea
Regional Library System was named the 2021
Georgia Public Library of the Year. During the
COVID-19 pandemic, Brown, while serving on
the Regents Public Library Advisory Committee
(RPLAC) developed and implemented the
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This year’s winners are members of the
Kennesaw State University (KSU) Library
System’s Scholarly Communications
Programming Team. Team members include
Chelsee Dickson, Heather Hankins, Jennifer
Carter, and Rachel Schrauben Yeates.
Since 2020, this team has coordinated,
organized, and hosted multiple educational
awareness weeks on Open Educational
Resources, open access, and fair use. While
intended for the KSU community, the events
are promoted across the state and provide
valuable professional development learning
opportunities for Georgia library employees.
The promotion of these events and other
related resources are key to Georgia’s academic
success and have also reached colleagues across
the southeast.
The team has worked diligently together to host
a variety of events and webinars that range
from speakers discussing accessible course
design, Creative Commons Licenses, OER myth
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busting, and testimonials from Affordable
Learning Georgia’s Affordable Materials Grants
awardees to an author’s spotlight panel
discussion that showcased the scholarship and
publishing achievements of KSU faculty and
students.

Every year, the group assesses the attendance
and responses from the previous year’s events
to improve the programming content for the
current year. Reviews from their assessments
continue to reflect positive feedback from the
students, faculty, and professional library
community.

Gina Martin is the outreach manager at the
Georgia Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled
and the chair of the GLA awards committee

Published by DigitalCommons@Kennesaw State University, 2022

5

